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A word from George Bonavia 


It is not easy to part with something you really like. But the time has come for me to retire after almost 30 
years with Employment and Immigration Canada. The past 10 years were particularly enjoyable as these 
were the years | worked as editor of Kaleidoscope Canada. 

Since Kaleidoscope began in 1973, I have confirmed many times a belief | hold dear that the cultural 
expression of so many Canadians both individually and collectively is what has made Canada a continually 
shifting Kaleidoscope of intricate patterns. 

With Kaleidoscope Canada I endeavoured, with the co-operation of many others who shared the same 
concerns, to foster communication among the ethnic news media, ethnocultural groups and other 
individuals interested in immigration and ethnic affairs. 

Throughout these years Kaleidoscope has enjoyed a healthy acceptance and has thrived. This has been a 
source of immense personal reward for me. Now that I have retired I would like to say a hearty thank you to 
all readers. And to the new editor, may I extend a sincere wish that Kaleidoscope will continue to grow and 
improve and thus contribute to the spirit of unity and mutual understanding among Canadians. 

Even though I have retired, I look forward to continuing involvement in the important field of 
ethnocultural affairs. 


Kaleidoscope is published quarterly by Public Affairs, Employment and Immigration Canada, and 
distributed free of charge to the ethnic news media, ethnic organizations and individuals interested in 
immigration and ethnic affairs. 


Anyone interested in receiving this publication should write or call: 
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Immigration Levels 
set for 1983 


The reunion of families and humanitarian 
concerns continue to be the major focus 
of Canada’s immigration policy, accord- 
ing to the Annual Report to Parliament 
on Immigration Levels, 1983. 


Canada plans to admit 105,000 to 
110,000 immigrants in 1983. This range 
has been adjusted down from the 134,000 
to 144,000 figure announced in the 1982 
levels report, mainly because of the 
reduced selected worker intake forecast 
for 1983. Selected worker admissions 
have been set at 8,000 to 10,000 although 
the actual intake may be lower. 


Employment and Immigration Minister 
Lloyd Axworthy emphasized that 
announced levels are not targets or 
quotas but flexible planning ranges 
subject to annual review and, if neces- 
sary, adjustment. The 1984 and 1985 
levels, required to complete the three- 
year planning cycle, have been set at 
115,000 to 125,000 and 120,000 to 
135,000 respectively. 


In discussing the main components 
of the announced immigration level for 
1983 the Minister made the following 
comments: 


Workers: ““My government is com- 
mitted to protecting jobs for Canadians 
and I believe that restricting the admis- 
sion of selected workers will accomplish 
this goal. We plan to admit only those 
workers destined to specific jobs when 
the need clearly cannot be met from 
within our own country. We shall con- 
tinue, however, to encourage job creators 
— entrepreneurs and self-employed 
persons — to establish here.” 


Refugees: ‘‘Government-assisted 
refugee intake for 1983 has been set at 
12,000. Canada’s present commitment 
to refugees will be augmented by private 
group sponsorship which will enable 
this country to maintain its international 
leadership in the assistance and protec- 
tion of refugees.” 


Following is the 1983 Plan with 1982 
planned intake for comparison: 


1982 1983 
Indochina 4,000 3,000 
Eastern Europe 6,000 3,000 
Latin America and 
the Caribbean 1,000 2,000 
Africa 500 1,000 
Middle East 400 800 
Other World Areas 100 200 
Contingency 
Reserve 2,000 2,000 
Total 14,000 12,000 


The Family Class: “There will be no 
decrease in family class immigration, in 
fact it is expected to increase temporarily 
in 1983, and stabilize in 1984 and 1985. 
A major effort to reduce the current 
backlog of applications at posts abroad 
accounts for the increase in 1983.” 


Family Reunification: ““The introduc- 
tion of special relaxed measures and 
the continuation of others under the 
family reunification program will help 
victims of recent world crises. These 
allow Poles, Salvadorans and Lebanese 
with relatives in Canada to be admitted 
under relaxed selection criteria. Visitors 
from these same countries may now 
apply for permanent residence from 
within Canada. Our efforts also include 
a major family reunification program 
from Vietnam. 


‘Already these initiatives have 
resulted in new family reunification 
applications for over 5,000 people in 
Poland, and, since coming into effect, 
the special measures for Salvadorans 
have benefitted nearly 1,000 citizens of 
that country. Canada is the only major 
resettlement country now accepting 
Salvadoran refugees for resettlement.” 


The Minister added that the announce- 
ment of immigration levels for 1983 
follows the most extensive federal 
consultations with provincial and 
territorial governments and non- 
governmental organizations so far. 


Foreign Domestics 
Update 


On November 26, 1981, Employment 
and Immigration Minister Lloyd 
Axworthy announced a new policy 
regarding the employment of foreign 
domestics. Under this policy, persons 
who wish to come to Canada to do 
domestic work can enter the country 
in either of two ways. They may apply 
to immigrate as a permanent resident, 
or to work on a temporary employment 
authorization. Domestics who enter 
on employment authorizations may 
become permanent residents while 
working in Canada. As part of a pro- 
gram announced with the new policy, 
domestics can enroll in part-time 
training courses to upgrade their skills 
so that they may eventually qualify as 
permanent residents. The program 
applies to both new applicants and 
those domestics already working in 
Canada on employment authorizations 
when this policy came into effect. 


To provide foreign domestics and 
their employers with more detailed 
information, Employment and Immi- 
gration Canada has published a brochure 
entitled Foreign Domestic Workers in 
Canada: Facts for Domestics and 
Employers. Copies may be obtained 
free of charge at any Canada Employ- 
ment Centre or Canada Immigration 
Centre. 


Since the introduction of this new 
policy, 2,004 foreign domestics applied 
for permanent resident status to July 1, 
1982. Of these, 660 were accepted, 33 
rejected, 687 referred for further train- 
ing and 624 placed on hold. (On hold 
refers to cases which were still under 
review at the time these statistics were 
compiled.) 


New Measures for Polish 
Visitors in Canada 


Immigration Minister Lloyd Axworthy discusses Polish refugee problems with Polish-Canadians 


Employment and Immigration Minister 
Lloyd Axworthy announced on June 25, 
1982, that Polish visitors in Canada on 
special Ministerial Permits would be 
allowed to apply for permanent resi- 
dent status without leaving the country. 


In October 1981, the Minister 
announced special measures to assist 
Polish families in joining their relatives 
already in Canada. Other visitors, with- 
out relatives in Canada, were allowed 
to stay and work for a period of one 
year. At that time he indicated that he 
would review the situation over the 
coming months in light of continuing 
developments in Poland. 


Although Polish visitors in Canada 
had been permitted to work under the 
special measures announced in October 
1981, they had not been able to bring 
other family members into the country. 


“They will now be able to take 
advantage of the rights and privileges 
accorded to permanent residents as well 
as the security and peace of mind that 
all permanent residents enjoy,” Mr. 
Axworthy said in making the June 
announcement. 


Flexible 
Age Limit 
for 
Sponsorship 


The eligibility of dependants for 
sponsorship as immigrants under the 
family class will be based on a more 
flexible age limit, Employment and 
Immigration Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
announced on August 26, 1982. 


Under new Immigration Regulations, 
which became effective September 1, 
dependants must still be under 21 when 
they apply for an immigrant visa and 
when their relatives in Canada agree to 
sign an undertaking of support, but 
they will now remain eligible to receive 
visas until their 23rd birthday. In the 
past, potential immigrants would often 
turn 21 before the visa was issued and 
thus become ineligible. 


The new regulations are expected to 
shorten the processing time of such 
cases by about three months, eliminate 
the expense of second and third medical 
examinations, reduce the delays and 
inconvenience for the families, and free 
staff to handle their regular duties in 
Canada and abroad. 


Under the Immigration Act, anyone 
who is at least 18 and is a Canadian 
citizen or permanent resident may 
sponsor certain close relatives in the 
family class category. 


Visitors from Lebanon 
Allowed to Stay 


Lloyd Axworthy and members of the Lebanese 
Information Centre 


On June 22, 1982, Employment and 
Immigration Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
announced that visitors from Lebanon 
who are now in Canada will be allowed 
to remain here another year. 


“Recent tragic events in Lebanon 
have prompted my decision to announce 
special measures to unite individuals 
affected by the hostilities in Lebanon 
with their relatives in Canada,” Mr. 
Axworthy said. 


The new measures include the follow- 
ing initiatives: 
© Lebanese visitors already in Canada 
may remain for an additional year 
with a Minister’s Permit to work 
during that period. At the end of the 
year, the situation will be reviewed; 


© Lebanese visitors, who have eligible 
Canadian relatives able and willing 
to be sponsors or able to offer a 
guarantee of assistance, may apply 
for permanent residence without 
leaving Canada; 


® Under the special family reunifica- 
tion program for Lebanese applying 
overseas, humanitarian considera- 
tions will be taken into account when 
examining the resettlement prospects 
of applicants affected by the war. 


The reunification measures will apply 
to members of the family class and 
assisted relatives as outlined in the 
Immigration Regulations. 


Adjustment Assistance 
Program Funding 


The Canada Employment and Immi- 
gration Commission announced on 
October 20, 1982, that future payments 
under its Adjustment Assistance Pro- 


gram would be directed exclusively to | 


recently landed immigrants and persons 
in Canada awaiting the final processing 


of their permanent resident status as 


landed immigrants. 


The program was established for this 


purpose, providing temporary financial 


assistance to those new immigrants who 
experience economic difficulties in 
adjusting to life in Canada. 


Those persons who are in the process | 


of claiming refugee status will no longer | 


receive adjustment assistance. Only 
those whose claims for refugee status 
have been approved are eligible for 
assistance. 


However, a number of alternatives 
are available to refugee claimants who 
are not eligible for assistance. Most 
claimants are given permission to work 
in Canada while their claims are being 
processed, a procedure which may last 
up to a year or more. Many have 
friends or relatives here who can assist 
them. Non-governmental organizations, 
including churches and immigrant aid 


societies, may also help. 


Unscrupulous 
Immigration Consultants 


Thousands of illegal immigrants in 
Metro Toronto are being cheated out of 
vast sums of money by con men offering 
them assistance in obtaining landed 
immigrant status, police and immigra- 
tion lawyers say. 


An RCMP investigation into alle- 
gations that a Toronto travel agent has 
been charging Greek clients up to 
$5,000 for phony immigration docu- 
ments is just the tip of the iceberg in 
a massive immigration fraud market in 
Metro Toronto, says Toronto lawyer 
Mendel Green, who serves as chairman 
of the Canadian Bar Association’s 
immigration committee. “It’s become 
rampant. In the past month I’ve seen 
dozens of fraudulent documents.” 


Police say they have launched a series 
of investigations into immigration fraud 
schemes in Metro Toronto. 


The fraud schemes cross all ethnic 
lines, says Toronto Immigration lawyer 
Gary Segal. Often an immigration 
“consultant” will offer to assist an 
illegal immigrant to obtain landed 
immigrant status or suggest he has 
friends in government who will provide 
the necessary papers for a bribe, Segal 
said. A client will then pay up to $7,000 
for forged documents that often 
amount to little more than a letter of 
reference and a false visa stamp. 


Immigrants with forged papers stand 
to be charged with uttering a forged 
document in addition to facing the 
threat of deportation. 


The big danger stemming from the 
fraud schemes, says Tony Maniz of 
Immigration and Refugee Services, a 
Toronto group helping Spanish and 
Portuguese immigrants, is that innocent 
people fall victim to the con men. “Most 
of the people seeking that kind of help 
don’t know the legal consequences,” 
Maniz says. “They think they have 
legal documents.”’ 


Excerpted from an article by Peter 
Goodspeed, Toronto Star, October 27, 
1982. 
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Workers in Canada can look forward 
to more opportunities to upgrade their 
skills or acquire new ones as a result of 
the National Training Program estab- 
lished by the federal government last 
August. 


The program is designed to improve 
job prospects for workers and meet the 
skill needs of Canadian industry in the 
1980s. Under the program, more men 
and women will be able to take advan- 
tage of training courses in high demand 
fields as a result of the Skills Growth 
Fund. 


“Such a fund is needed,’ says 
Employment and Immigration Minister 
Lloyd Axworthy, ‘‘because present 
facilities are not capable of providing 
training to the numbers of people 
required by industry. Too often young 
people are unable to pursue training in 
a skilled field because their local 
community college can’t accommodate 
the demand for courses.” 


The new fund will help the system to 
adapt more quickly by providing capital 
and initial start-up costs for the estab- 
lishment, expansion or modernization 
of training facilities. 


The federal government has decided 
to increase its support for pre- 
apprentice training in high-demand 
occupations. Such an increase in federal 
support is conditional on provinces 
agreeing to reduce regular apprentice- 
ship periods and private sector employers 
agreeing to accept and find places for 
graduates of pre-apprentice courses. 
This should enable more people to 
enter into apprenticeship. 


There will also be increased chances 
for on-the-job training, as the program 
includes a major increase in assistance 
to the private sector for industrial 
training, especially in high-level skill 
trades in key sectors of the economy. 


Men and women who work in declin- 
ing industries or those who have been 
adversely affected by technological 
change will also benefit. A priority of 
the new program is to retrain workers 
in industries affected by industrial or 
technological change. 


Federal assistance is also available 
for the initiation and development of 
training for laid-off workers as well as 
existing employees threatened by new 
technology or work arrangements. 


’ The federal government is buying 
more educational upgrading courses 
when they are given with skill develop- 
ment courses related to job opportuni- 
ties. This should make it easier for 


National Training Program 


many people with minimal job skills to 
join the labour market. 


The federal government is also 
developing the Canadian Occupational 
Projection System (COPS), to forecast 
labour supply and demand with more 
precision and relevance than has been 
the case in the past. 


‘There is a lot of very good informa- 
tion out there — in business, union 
halls and federal and provincial offices. 
However, it doesn’t get put together in 
any sort of comprehensive way,” says 
Mr. Axworthy. “COPS is an attempt to 
integrate that information, so that it 
adds up to more than the sum of its 
parts.” 


Work Sharing Program Extended 


Under the federal government’s Work 
Sharing Program, workers agree to 
work a shorter week to prevent tem- 
porary layoffs. They receive wages for 
the days worked, and Unemployment 
Insurance Benefits for days not worked. 
For most workers, the combination of 
wages and UI benefits amounts to 
about 90 per cent of regular salaries. 


Work sharing agreements range in 
length from six to 26 weeks, with most 
firms opting for the longer period. To 
the end of October 1982, work sharing 
had prevented more than 74,000 layoffs 
across the country. 


The program was first implemented 
on a limited basis in January 1982. On 
May 26, Employment and Immigration 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy announced 
a one-year extension and a revised 1982 
ceiling of $190 million for Unemploy- 
ment Insurance payments under the 
program. At that time, the Minister 
also pointed out that Cabinet approval 
had been given for a $150 million ceiling 
on the program for 1983. 


On November 9, Mr. Axworthy 
announced that firms would have until 
May 27, 1983 to apply for extensions 
of up to 12 weeks to their work sharing 
agreements. He said extensions were 
being allowed ‘“‘because the economy 
and employment conditions have not 
as yet recovered.” 


“By providing employers and workers 
with the opportunity to continue on 
work sharing, the government will 
prevent some 12,000 temporary layoffs 
from occurring over the winter months 
when many of the original agreements 
will expire,” Mr. Axworthy said. 


Employment and Immigration Canada 
officials are currently conducting an 
in-depth evaluation of the program. 
The report is expected to be completed 
by March 1983. 


$300 Million for Job Creation 


Details of a $300 million direct job 
creation package, designed to provide 
jobs for more than 57,000 Canadians, 
were announced July 28, 1982, by 
Employment and Immigration Minister 
Lloyd Axworthy. 


The main thrust of the initiatives is 
a $270 million direct job creation pro- 
gram through the Canada Community 
Development Projects (CCDP). 


This 3G@DPzincludes <a Special 
Response Feature, a native component 
and a youth component. Major changes 
to CCDP will provide for a commitment 
to maintain job creation funds over the 
long term in certain areas and an 
increased emphasis on training and 


other long-term benefits to participants 
and communities. 


“The new initiatives under CCDP 
will make it more responsive to the 
very different needs of the regions of 
Canada,” Mr. Axworthy said, adding 
that the Special Response Feature will 
enable job creation funds to be directed 
over the fall and winter to communities 
which experience sudden layoffs. “It 
will also help those who have exhausted 
unemployment insurance benefits,” he 
said. 


Under CCDP a number of special 
job creation projects for youth will be 
solicited. Another initiative is a wage 
subsidy to employers under a new 


youth element of the Program for the 
Employment Disadvantaged (PED). 
Funding for this has been set at $26 
million. Special youth units and Out- 
reach projects for youth will be funded 
at $4 million. 


It is anticipated the youth element 
of PED will create 9,500 private sector 
Openings over 18 months for severely 
disadvantaged young men and women. 
As well, up to 15 Youth Outreach pro- 
jects will be funded to provide coun- 
selling to young people and help them 
to use their local community agencies 
and Canada Employment Centres 
(CECs) to resolve employment problems. 


Of the total funding, $41 million has 
been set aside to fund the Special 
Response Feature, and $28 million is 
allocated to youth and native needs. 


Unemployment 
Insurance Premium 
Rates for 1983 


Effective January 1, 1983, employees 
will pay $2.30 in premiums for each 
$100 of their insurable earnings, up 
from $1.65/$100 in 1982. Employers 
will pay a basic premium of $3.22/$100 
of each employee’s insurable earnings, 
up from $2.31/$100 in 1982. (The 
employer rate is 1.4 times the employee 
rate.) 


Employment and Immigration Minister 
Lloyd Axworthy noted that financing a 
social insurance program such as unem- 
ployment insurance demands that, as 
the costs of benefits increase, premiums 
must also increase. 


‘We must all accept a share of 
responsibility for paying for the financial 
relief that UI provides,” the Minister 
added. ‘“‘My discussions with private 
sector representatives reaffirmed that 
the insurance character of the program 
must be preserved, but the discussions 
also recognized that the hardships of 
unemployment must be dealt with as 
effectively as possible.” 


Vladimir 


Krajina 


Czech Ecologist and Freedom 
Fighter: “A True Prophet” 


Born in 1905 in a small Czech village that was part of Franz-Joseph’s decaying 
Austro-Hungarian empire, Vladimir Krajina was already internationally renowned 
both as an ecologist and as a freedom fighter by the time he arrived in Canada in 
1949. Having already affected the course of history in ways few men ever can, he 
went on to revolutionize land management in British Columbia. In December 1981, 
the Government of Canada paid tribute to Krajina by appointing him to the Order 


of Canada. 


R.J. Challenger 


Vladimir Krajina 


Every day 75-year-old Vladimir Krajina 
makes his way to a small, decaying hut 
at the University of British Columbia. 
He still puts in long days carefully 
annotating reams of computer print- 
outs containing information on over 
2,500 species of indigenous trees, 
shrubs, plants, ferns and flowers. 
Having already catalogued the eco- 
systems of British Columbia according 
to an elaborate classification system, he 
now spends his time working out more 
of the details of the massive project. 


Krajina’s fascination with botany 
extends back to his childhood, when he 
would take long, instructive walks in 
the forest with his father, who was the 
village teacher and a leader in their 
Czech community. The seeds of interest 
thus planted matured quickly in fertile 
soil: Krajina had his Ph.D. with special 
honours at the age of 22, had organized 
an international scientific conference 
at 23, was classifying the flora of 
Hawaii and discovering new species at 
24, and was head of plant ecology 
studies at one of Europe’s oldest 
universities at 33. 


Then came the Second World War. 
Krajina was one of six leaders in the 
Czech resistance. He organized his 
country’s intelligence operations and 
supplied the Allies with more than 
20,000 dispatches. The Germans were 
desperate to stop him; finally, through 
the use of an informer, the SS finally 
surrounded the city where he was 
hiding. At the moment of capture, 


Krajina swallowed a capsule of a potent 
and fast-acting poison. He was rushed 
to hospital where his stomach had to 
be pumped 10 times. 


Hoping to put his talents to use for 
their side, the Germans offered Krajina 
the leadership of a Czech puppet 
government. “Better for you to shoot 
me now,” he responded, “than for me 
to be shot later by fellow Czechs.” 
The SS fully intended to do just that; 
Krajina’s name was first on the execu- 
tion list at the concentration camp in 
which he and his wife were held. But 
literally hours before the scheduled 
execution, the German army seized 
the camp from the SS, cancelled the 
executions and shipped Krajina to 
another jail, where he remained until 
the war ended. 


But the end of the war was not the 
end of his battles. Because he had 
been secretary-general of a central 
political party, he found himself flee- 
ing the country on skis following the 
1948 putsch which ended Czechoslo- 
vakia’s short-lived democracy. Even- 
tually Krajina made his way to London 
where he was congratulated personally 
by Winston Churchill for his efforts 
during the war. Back home, however, 
he was somewhat less appreciated: the 
new communist government removed 
his name from every text and scientific 
reference. “I was raised to the level of 
an Orwellian no-man,” Krajina observes 
sardonically. 


By 1949 he had emigrated to Canada 
and begun teaching courses at the 
University of British Columbia in 
both botany and forestry. His impact 
was immediate and, for some, upsetting. 
“IT was much younger in those days, 
with the attitude of a younger man,”’ he 
recalls. “I was not necessarily rebellious, 
but I was not happy with certain 
forestry practices here, especially with 
the great wastage of material which 
should have been fully used, not spoiled 
by fire. 


“T said slash fires should not be 
applied over the whole forest, but used 


only selectively, where they could do 
little damage to the humus. Everyone 
knows you need humus in your garden. 


“But the attitude of the industry in 
those days seemed to be that if some- 
thing couldn’t be used, it should be 
burned. That was a subject of my 
criticism, and I clashed with the 
official views of the forestry faculty.” 


““He was a true prophet,” recalls 
Hamish Kimmins, a U.B.C. forest 
ecology professor. ‘“‘But few listened. 
He was a blunt, honest man who spoke 
his mind. He also raised antagonisms. 
He told some company chief foresters 
that if they practised in Europe the 
kind of forestry they were practising 
in this province, that would be reason 
enough to throw them in jail. Needless 
to say he became extremely unpopular 
with some people, but he had a vision, 
and went right ahead in what he 
believed in, irrespective of the conse- 
quences. I have fantastic admiration 
for him.” 


From his position in the U.B.C. 
botany department, Krajina continued 
to teach that the forest should not be 
exploited without regard to ecology. 
The effect on his students was inspira- 
tional. “‘Krajina was the essence of 
what a university teacher should be,” 
says Jack Walters, one of those students 
and today head of the U.B.C. research 
forest. ‘“‘Every student felt Krajina was 
talking directly to him. His legacy to 
us is the well-being of our greatest 
natural resource, the forest.” 


Another of Krajina’s students was 
Jack Toovey, today chief forester of 
B.C. Forest Products. ‘“‘As forest 
management intensity has increased, 
the industry has caught up to Krajina. 
For instance, we have a program in our 
company that can be directly traced to 
his ideas, as do most forest companies.” 
Toovey feels Krajina’s greatest legacy 
is the 34 graduate students who are now 
scattered throughout industry, govern- 
ment and academia — the men who are 
applying their teacher’s principles. 
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Perhaps Krajina’s single greatest 
botanical accomplishment was _ his 
development of an ecosystem classi- 
fication for British Columbia — a set of 
intricate biological blueprints that 
have built a bridge between ecology 
and practical forest management. He 
classified B.C.’s forests according to 
the inter-relationships of climate, soil 
and vegetation. “It is because of 
Krajina’s work,’ notes Jack Walters, 
‘“‘and only because of Krajina’s work, 
that the province is able to carry out 
its planned intensive forestry program 
on a sound ecological basis.” 


Partly in recognition of his landmark 
study Ecology of Forest Trees in 
British Columbia, Krajina was honoured 
with U.B.C.’s prestigious H.R. Mac- 
Millan Lecture in 1972. It was standing 
room only at the lecture, with people 
sitting on the stairs and crowding the 
hallways, testimony to the fact that 
both the man and his work were finally 
gaining some measure of the recogni- 
tion they deserve. 


Today the B.C. Ministry of Forests 
has over 70 researchers and field 
workers spread around the province, 
employing what is essentially Krajina’s 
system to gather and analyze eco- 
system classification data. This infor- 
mation in turn will enable foresters and 
other land managers to make more 
ecologically sound land-use decisions. 
For his part, Krajina has spent the 
past three years refining his system 
and working out a province-wide 
botanical index. 


“IT succeeded in my life more than I 
hoped for,”’ says Krajina. 


“TI thought my ideas would be used 
in the next century, but they are being 
used now. And I am convinced, sur- 
prisingly, that my efforts weren’t 
in vain.” 


Excerpted from an article by Gord Price, 
ForesTalk Resource Magazine, B.C. 
Ministry of Forests. 


Noah Witman 
Broadcast Voice of Winnipeg’s Jewish 
Community 


mere 


Yiddish broadcaster Noah Witman 


Since 1954, Yiddish-speaking Winni- 
peggers have made a habit of tuning 
into the Jewish Radio Hour on Sunday 
afternoons, just after lunch. 


The announcer is Noah Witman, 
or “Noyach Vitman’’, as oldtimers 
call him. He’s best known as the radio 
and television voice of Winnipeg’s 
Jewish community. But in 55 years in 
the city, he’s also been a newspaper 
editor, Zionist organizer, entertainer, 
travel agent, and teacher. And at 75, 
he’s still a bundle of energy. 


“TI was born in a little town in the 
Voleen district of the Ukraine,” he says 
in his familiar Yiddish-accented voice. 
‘““My father was a storekeeper.” 


At about 17, Noah enrolled in a- 


mechanics course at the University in 
Kiev. But his Zionist leanings quickly 
got him into trouble. Arrested twice for 
Zionist activity, he decided to leave 
Russia for good. 


After receiving papers from a sister 
in Winnipeg, he arrived in the prairie 
city in 1927. He soon got a job in 
Altona, Manitoba, working for a couple 
named Goldberg in their store and 
teaching Hebrew to their children. 


For several years, he also tutored 
privately. “I had about 24 pupils a 
week, teaching Hebrew, Yiddish, some- 
times teaching bar mitzvah, going from 
house to house.” 


In those early years, Winnipeg Jews 
spoke Yiddish, and Noah and his 
friends shared a rich cultural life. He 
could sing, recite poetry and act, and 
performed often for crowds at the local 
Jewish schools. 


In 1954, he became publisher of the 
Yiddishe Vort, a Winnipeg Yiddish 
weekly. And that year, too, he started 
hosting a one-hour weekly Jewish radio 
show because he thought the exposure 
would help him sell the paper and draw 
advertising to it. 


“There hasn’t been one week without 
the Jewish Radio Hour since I came. 
In 1973, I was sick and they took me to 
the hospital. My sister took it (the 
show) over for a week. The next week, I 
broadcast the show from the hospital, 
with tears in my eyes.” 


The low point in Noah’s career came 
in 1964, when the Yiddishe Vort went 
broke. A local Jewish businessman 
bought the paper, appointing Noah 
editor of its Yiddish section. That 
lasted for about 2.5 years, until another 
group bought the weekly and appointed 
its own editor. 


“At the same time, I got a call. . .to 
teach Jewish literature at Talmud 
Torah. I (also) entered the travel 
business (as a salesman).”’ 


In 1970, he opened his own travel 
bureau, and started specializing in 
sending tourists to Israel. “‘I have my 
own group that I take to Israel every 
November. ..I get a lot of Jewish 
business.” 


Eight years ago, he also started 
hosting a half-hour Jewish television 
show on cable TV, broadcast on Tues- 
days at 8 p.m. on Winnipeg’s Channel 
13. Most of the time, it consists of him 
reading news items drawn from Hebrew 
and Yiddish newspapers piled high in 
his office, and playing records. Some- 
times too, there are performances by 
children’s choirs from schools and 
interviews with visiting Israeli digni- 
taries and other guests. 


Preparing for the radio and TV 
shows takes him seven or eight hours 


a week. But after 28 years as a broad- 
caster, he feels the time spent is still 
worth the effort. 


“In the 1950s, the audience was the 
whole community. I would get telephone 
calls every day.’’ Even now he guesses 
there are at least 3,000 listeners to the 
radio program, ‘“‘based on telephone 
calls I’m getting after the show.” 


In the meantime, Noah’s radio and 
TV shows will continue to ensure that 
Winnipeg Jews keep up their Yiddish. 
“If we lose the Yiddish, we lose not 
only the literature that took years to 
build up... .but the language that kept 
Judaism alive for 1,000 years.” 


Excerpted from an article by Matt 
Bellan, The Jewish Post. 


D.W. Friesen and Sons 
Mennonite Brothers Celebrate 75 Years 
in Business 


The Friesen brothers: Ted, D.K. and Ray 


Anyone familiar with Mennonite books 
printed in Canada is also familiar with 
the modest title-page inscription found 
in dozens of Mennonite biographies, 
memoirs, regional and institutional 
histories: ‘‘Printed by D.W. Friesen & 
Sons, Ltd., Altona, Manitoba, Canada.” 
In 1982 this company, which has made 
a major contribution to the Canadian 
Mennonite community, celebrated its 
75th year in business. 


Mennonite Reporter 


- ile 
From all accounts, David W. Friesen 
was not dreaming of a large diversified 
company operating on a national scale 
when he began selling stationery and 
dry goods out of the tiny Altona post 
office in 1907. From all accounts, 
neither did his sons, D.K., Ray and 
Ted, when they joined the business in 
the 1930s and began expanding it step 
by step. School supplies were added, 
then a wholesale stationery outlet; a 
small hand-fed printing press was 
installed in 1933. 
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After three-quarters of a century, 
D.W. Friesen and Sons has multiplied 
into separate divisions handling every- 
thing from business machines and year- 
book printing (the company now 
handles about one-third of all school 
yearbooks printed in Canada each 
year) to commercial printing and office 
equipment. There are sales offices in all 
major cities from Toronto to Van- 
couver. But all roads lead back to the 
small prairie town of Altona, 70 miles 
south of Winnipeg. 


If he could visit the 85,000 square 
foot warehouse and printing plant 
today, D.W. Friesen would not recog- 
nize the huge printing presses on the 
plant’s work floor. But in the board- 
room discussing company objectives or 
employee/management relations with 
his sons, he would still feel at home. 
D.K., Ray and Ted are very conscious 
of following their father’s approach 
to business some 30 years after his 
passing. 


Next door to the boardroom in the 
Altona headquarters is a large, wood 
panelled library with sample copies of 
all the books printed by D.W. Friesen 
& Sons’ printing division. Copies of 
Mennonite books abound on the shelves, 
often printed simply and inexpensively 
in accordance with the budgets of the 
authors or publishing committees 
involved. On a shelf in the back are 
bound volumes of the Canadian 
Mennonite dating back to the early 
1950s. The company helped to start the 
Canadian Mennonite, which for years 
played an important role as the first 
Canadian English-language Mennonite 
paper. 

It may seem unusual to operate a 
large, multi-faceted company out of a 
small prairie town like Altona, but the 
quiet, slower pace of life seems to suit 
the Friesen brothers and 1s reflected in 
the operation of the company. In con- 
sidering growth and diversification, 
D.K. says, “We tried to go slowly and 
methodically to maintain the stability 
of the company.” That is important to 
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a small town and to a Mennonite work 
ethic that puts serving people and 
producing a quality product ahead of 
maximizing profits. 


The past quarter-century has wit- 
nessed the company’s largest growth, 
stretching from 40 employees in 1959 
to over 340 today. Alongside its high 
reputation for technological innovation 
in the competitive world of commercial 
printing, the company has earned a 
strong reputation for innovation in the 
field of employee benefits. In addition 
to pension, medical and other insurance 
provisions, D.W. Friesen & Sons 
involves employees in profit-sharing 
and a share purchase plan. Today, four 
of the company’s nine directors are 
drawn from the ranks of the employee 
shareholders. 


Besides operating the largest place 
of employment in a small town, the 
Friesen brothers have served the 
community in other ways. Both D.K. 
and Ray have served terms as mayor of 
Altona. Ted has been especially active 
on the board of the Mennonite Central 
Committee (Canada), where he served 
as treasurer for many years, and is 
currently chairman of the Canadian 
Mennonite Historical Society. 


During the past year the company 
was honoured within the industry by a 
silver medal in the 1981-82 Best 
Managed Printing Company Award 
program sponsored by the National 
Association of Printers and Litho- 
graphers. Following the spirit of 
innovation that has marked its first 
three-quarters of a century, D.W. Friesen 
& Sons is now looking at new ways to 
adjust to the changing circumstances of 
its employees and the printing industry. 
More flexible hours have been offered 
to working mothers and experiments 
are underway with a “‘cottage industry”’ 
approach that would allow employees 
to work at home. 


Excerpted from an article by Allan J. 
Siebert, western associate editor, 
Mennonite Reporter. 


Harry Gairey 
A Black Man’s 


Toronto 


Harry Gairey: Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship 


Harry Gairey was recently awarded the 
Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship, 
a fitting tribute for Toronto’s Black 
community’s most celebrated octo- 
genarian. A dedicated community 
worker since arriving in Canada in 
1914, Gairey has been honoured with 
several awards, among them a National 
Black Coalition of Canada Community 
Award in 1973 and a Jamaican Order 
of Distinction in 1977. 


An informative look at his life is 
now available in A Black Man’s Toronto 
1914-1980: The Reminiscences of Harry 
Gairey, edited by Donna Hill and 
based on nine hours of taped interviews. 


Born in 1898 in Jamaica and raised 
in Cuba, Gairey immigrated to Canada 
in 1914 and soon became part of the 
Black servant class in Toronto’s 
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segregated workforce. Starting as a 
dishwasher, he moved on to chef, 
waiter, sleeping car porter and ulti- 
mately spent 14 years as a porter 
instructor. Throughout the years, he 
was actively involved in community 
work and spearheaded many organiza- 
tions. He was one of the founders of the 
West Indian Federation Club; in 1951 
he was instrumental in launching the 
Negro Citizenship Association, a body 
that helped many West Indians enter 
the country. 


Published by the Multicultural 
History Society of Ontario, A Black 
Man’s Toronto shows Gairey to be a 
committed, caring man who never 
hesitated in serving his community 
and fighting discrimination. 


Adapted from articles by Clifton Joseph 
in Contrast and William Doyle-Marshall 
in Share. 


Theodosy Wachna 
Pioneer Immigrant Plays Leading Role in 
Ukrainian-Canadian Settlement 


a 


Theodosy and Anna Wachna with daughter Mary 


Last summer, what may have been the 
largest ethnic family reunion ever held 
in Canada took place in Windsor, 
Ontario. Some 120  Ukrainian- 
Canadians, descendents of two of the 
first Ukrainian peasant settlers to 
immigrate to Canada, took part in a 
three-day celebration of their common 
ancestry. For the children, grand- 
children and great grandchildren of 
Anna and Theodosy Wachna, it was a 
time to get reacquainted, share in 
traditional Ukrainian cooking, folk- 
dancing and crafts, and perhaps most 
of all, to reflect on the accomplishments 
of the original Wachnas who played so 
important a role in the pioneer days 
of Ukrainian-Canadian settlement. 


In the year 1897, according to 
historian Vladimir J. Kaye, immigra- 
tion officials in Winnipeg found them- 
selves faced with 30 newly arrived and 
very bewildered Ukrainian immigrants 
anxiously awaiting direction. This 
direction did not come, simply because 
no means of communication existed 
between the officials and their charges. 


The problem was eventually solved, 
said Dr. Kaye, with the appearance of 
a young Ukrainian who spoke English 
and his native tongue with equal 
fluency. “‘With such clarity and insight 
did this 23-year-old stranger present the 
hopes and needs of his countrymen that 
Theodosy Wachna was appointed 
Immigration Agent on the spot.” 


Wachna led these new settlers to 
their designated territory in a south- 
eastern corner of Manitoba, a region 
officially categorized as sub-marginal 
land. There, in an area today known 
as Stuartburn, lies one of the oldest 
Ukrainian settlements in Canada. 


Eight Ukrainian families had settled 
there prior to the 1897 influx. 
“Theodosy Wachna,” said historian 
Kaye, ‘“‘was undoubtedly the outstand- 
ing figure amongst the Ukrainian 
pioneers in Canada.” 


Wachna was born in 1874 ina village 
in the heart of the Carpathian moun- 
tains in West Ukraine. At the age of 
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20, he set out for the New World. 
Arriving in Pennsylvania, he worked 
in a coal mine, a print shop and a 
brewery. Dissatisfied with all these 
jobs, he decided to head for the less 
developed Canadian prairies. Thus, 
after three years in the United States, 
and having acquired a good command 
of English, he made his way to Winnipeg. 


Once having led the largely penniless 
settlers to Stuartburn, Wachna found 
himself being looked to for leadership. 
The long, difficult process of home- 
steading began. Each family took its 
chosen quarter-section, constructed its 
log home and began planting. Scarcely 
were these efforts underway when 
1,000 new Ukrainians arrived in the 
area. This large influx brought renewed 
urgency to the many existing problems 
— the need to build schools, roads, and 
a bridge to span the Roseau River to 
link the families now dwelling on 
either side. 


To Wachna fell the task of appealing 
for aid to the local and provincial 
governments. But aid was not forth- 
coming and Wachna, who by the early 
years of the new century was secretary- 
treasurer of the new Municipality of 
Stuartburn, notary public and store- 
keeper, deemed it necessary to levy 
taxes on each quarter-section of land. 
Those who could not pay this tax would 
instead work for the community. 
Through this scheme, several roads and 
schools were constructed within a 
few years. 


Meanwhile, in 1897 Wachna married 
15-year-old Anna Prygrocki, who with 
her family had emigrated from Western 
Ukraine the previous year. Together 
they raised 15 children. 
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In 1905 the C.N.R. extended its route 
through Gardenton, six miles south of 
Stuartburn. This was a great boon to 
the community and resulted in the 
establishment of villages throughout 
the area. Churches, schools and com- 
munity halls sprang up, but catastrophic 
floods added to the hardship of the 
settlers lives. Throughout the trials and 
tribulations of those early years — 
indeed until his death in 1960 — Wachna 
continued to be the life force of the 
community. 


In 1971, an early pioneer schoolhouse 
was unveiled in Gardenton, Manitoba 
as a tribute to Theodosy Wachna. The 
inscription on the schoolhouse plaque 
reads: 


Dedicated to the memory of 
Theodosy Wachna, who settled in 
Stuartburn in 1897 and organized 
many school districts in the muni- 
cipality. As secretary-treasurer, 
magistrate and businessman, he 
served the community, together 
with his wife Anna for 70 years, to 
the best of their ability, and con- 
tributed with his family and his 
people, to the mosaic of the new 
life in Canada. 


grandchildren numbered 140. Thr 


of the Wachna family. It 


_The » Wachna Story 


Anna Wachan survived her husband by 


1980, her ad and great 


years earlier, on the occasion of her 
95th birthday, a book recounting. the 
Wachna story, illustrated by well known — 
Ukrainian artist William Kurelek, was | 
presented to Anna by her 50th grand- 
child. Says author Mary Paximadis: 
“The Wachna Story is not only a story 


many other (immigrant) pioneer families 
that rolled back the frontiers of Western 
Canada.” Look Who’ - Coming: The 
Wachna ‘Story, was a project of the 

Wachna Foundation. 


NACOI Holds 
Seventh Conference 


The National Association of Canadians 
of Origins in India (NACOI) held its 
seventh annual conference in Winnipeg 
in September 1982. The conference 
focussed on Race Relations: Issues and 
Solutions. A new feature introduced 
this year was a one-day session devoted 
to the role of Indo-Canadian women in 
Canada’s economic, social and cultural 
mosaic. 


During elections for positions to the 
1982-83 national executive, Vancouver 
businessman Krishan Soni was elected 
president. Five vice-presidents were 
also elected, representing the various 
regions of Canada. 


Anthology of 


Immigrant Stories 


An anthology of immigrant stories 
entitled Two Worlds — the Immigrant 
Experience — is currently being com- 
piled by Milly Charon of Montreal. 
The collection will be a mixture of 
short stories, essays, articles and 
personal testimonials to help provide 
an insight to the Canadian mosaic. 
Stories should combine the old country 
as well as the Canadian experience to 
fit the two-worlds concept. If you think 
your story is interesting and meaningful, 
write to: Milly Charon, 7481 Ostell 
Crescent, Montreal, Quebec, H4P 1Y7. 


New Multicultural 
Gallery in Toronto 


Toronto has recently become home to 
a new multicultural art gallery and 
museum. Founded by art specialists 
and curators Dushka Arezina and Jana 
Klimes, the Canadian Multicultural 
Gallery/Museum will provide exposure 
to the artistic contributions of Cana- 
dian cultural minorities. The gallery/ 
museum will present, document and 
collect valuable artifacts created on 
Canadian soil by artists of various 
cultural backgrounds. 


Vancouver Ethnic 
Relations Program 


The Ethnic Relations Program at 
Vancouver’s Simon Fraser University 
has provided lectures, workshops and 
other programs to some 1,000 people 
since it began in March 1981. The 
purpose of the program is to foster 
positive ethnic relations in British 
Columbia. A feature of this year’s 
program is a noon hour series focus- 
sing on the contributions of Native, 
Jewish, East Indian, Chinese, Japanese, 
Francophone, Italian and Ukrainian 
communities on the cultural history of 
British Columbia. 


Toronto Star Looks 
at Ethnic Issues 


Joe Serge, staff writer for the Toronto 
Star, has begun a new column dealing 
with immigration, citizenship, jobs, 
housing and other matters of special 
interest to Metro Toronto’s diverse 
ethnic communities. Questions should 
be addressed to: Joe Serge, c/o The 
Star, | Yonge Street, Toronto, M5E 1E6. 


Order of Canada recipient Harry Con 
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Danish Canadians 
Meet 


The Federation of Danish Associations 
in Canada held the first national 
Danish Canadian Conference in Van- 
couver in 1982. The conference theme 
was ‘“‘Danish-Canadian priorities’’. 
Delegates expressed the desire to have 
Danish-Canadians represented on multi- 
cultural councils and committees, on 
equal terms with other ethnic groups. 
As a result of the success of the con- 
ference it was decided to hold a second 
conference this year in Quebec. 


Scandinavian Studies 


Association Founded 


An Association for the Advancement 
of Scandinavian Studies was founded 
at the Learned Societies Conference 
held at the University of Ottawa in June 
1982. The aim of the association is to 
foster communication among research- 
ers, scholars and others interested in 
Scandinavian studies. For further 
information contact Gurli A. Woods at 
(613) 231-4494. 


FEGEQ Celebrates 
10th Anniversary 


The Federation of Ethnic Groups of 
Quebec celebrated its 10th anniversary 
in Montreal in September, 1982. 
Activities included folkloric dances 
and music, and addresses by Minister 
of State for Multiculturalism Jim Flem- 
ing and Quebec Minister of Cultural 
Communities and Immigration Gérald 
Godin. 
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Slovak League Salutes 
50th Year 


The Canadian Slovak League (CSL) 
recently celebrated its 50th Anniversary. 
The league was formed in 1932 in Win- 
nipeg as a social, civic and fraternal 
organization to assist Slovak immi- 
grants. Today it has grown into 
Canada’s largest Slovak organization 
with 55 branches. 


Alberta’s Multilingual 
Library Service 


Books in 29 languages other than 
English are available from the Library 
Services Branch of Alberta Culture. 
Those interested in reading foreign- 
language books should ask their librar- 
ians to contact the Multilingual Biblio- 
service at (403) 427-2556 for a list of 
languages available. Books in the 
language of one’s choice will be sent to 
one’s local library upon request for as 
long as necessary and as often as 
desired. 


Toronto Immigrant 
Women’s Centre 


Toronto’s Immigrant Women’s Job 
Placement Centre helps immigrant 
women look for jobs and prepare for 
job interviews. Funded by the federal 
government, the centre also assists with 
the translation of documents related to 
the search for employment. Chinese, 
Italian, Spanish, Vietnamese and West 
Indian counsellors provide information 
about labour laws and job benefits, 
and make referrals for language or job 
training programs, academic upgrading, 
daycare centres or housing authorities. 


British: Cane 
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left her job Gates Vancouv 
ensure that Japanese-Canadian 
would continue their scho 
throughout the period of in 


Immigrant Women’s 
Health Manual 


A ‘Health Manual for Immigrant 
Women” published in Portuguese, 
Spanish and Italian, is available free 
at 348 College Street in Toronto. 


Japanese Essay 
Contest 


The Japanese Canadian Business and 
Professional Association has announced 
a trip to Japan Essay Contest for full- 
time students aged 18 to 26. There will 
be two winners, one from Western 
Canada, the other from Eastern Canada. 
The topic is “Japan and I’’; contestants 
should address how the present day 
image of Japan, as one of the world’s 
major trading nations, affects their 
thoughts and outlook. Winners will be 
announced in the New Year’s issue of 
The Canada Times. 


‘Action Adaptation’ 
in Montreal 


Montreal’s Action Adaptation, a 
project of the Women’s Information 
and Referral Centre, provides assistance 
to newly-arrived immigrants from 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka. Services include interpretation, 
counselling, information on citizenship 
and immigration regulations, health 
and welfare systems, daycare centres, 
etc. Free French language classes 
are offered as well as discussion groups 
for immigrant women aimed at facili- 
tating their adaptation into Quebec 
society. 


Refugee Document 
Project Launched 


Toronto’s York University officially 
launched its Refugee Document Project 
on October 26, 1982. Funded by a 
grant from the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council, the 
purpose of the project is threefold: to 
ensure the collection and preservation 
of archival material related to refugees; 
to create an index of Canadian organi- 
zations concerned with refugees; and 
to assemble information on current 
refugee problems through scholarly 
research and field work. For more 
information call (416) 667-3639. 


Who’s Who in the 
Jewish Women’s 
Community 


By the spring of 1983, Jewish Canadians 
will have access to a new book listing 
some 1,500 names of Canadian Jewish 
women — a who’s who of the Jewish 
community. Believed to be the first of 
its kind, the book will provide a bio- 
graphical dictionary of noteworthy 
Canadian Jewish women by chronicling 
their achievements in the arts, sciences, 
business, education, politics, academia, 
professions and community service. 


Research for the privately-funded 
project has been going on for over a 
year. Information on who may ulti- 
mately be included is being acquired 
through responses to the approximately 
2,000 questionnaires being sent across 
the country. The final selection will be 
made by an editorial committee com- 
prising two academics and three com- 
munity workers. Selection criteria will 
focus on contributions made within a 
particular field of endeavor and/or 
within Jewish communal life. Who’s 
Who is expected to sell for $30. 


University of Alberta Chancellor Peter Savaryn 


- Edmonton lawyer Peter Savaryn has - 
heen installed as chancellor of the 
University of Alberta, the first Ukrainian- 
: Canadian to hold the position. An 
editorial in the Edmonton Journal 

described ‘Savaryn, 55, as a man “who 
embodies the classic Western Canadian 
story — aman who came to Canada 
from Ukraine, worked as a labourer in 
Ontario, then followed the national 
_ dream west to Alberta. . .a man highly 
conscious of the blessings of this land, 
and who works tenaciously to protect 
them.” 


- University of Windsor professor Dr. 
Rudolf A. Helling, 53, died September 
13, 1982 during the beginning of a 
- sabbatical year in West Germany. The 
German born professor had previously 
lectured in West Germany on Canadian 
multiculturalism. In 1973, he was 
elected president of the Windsor Multi- 
cultural Council and became one of the 
first members of the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism. In the 
same year he was awarded the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee Medal. 


Karl Poulsen has been elected presi- 
dent of the Ontario region of the 
Federation of Danish Associations in 
Canada. 
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Canadian Art on 
Display in West 
Germany 


The most ambitious display of Canadian 
cultural accomplishments ever mounted 
outside the country opened in West 
Berlin on December 5 and runs until 
January 30, 1983. Called O Kanada, it 
will be shown at the Akademie der 
Kunste. It will include works by artists 
including Paul Kane, the 19th century 
painter of Indian life, Emily Carr, Tom 
Thomson, Paul-Emile Borduas and 
Jack Bush. There will also be displays 
of contemporary art, the performing 
arts, Canadian movies and live theatre 
(including the successful Billy Bishop 
Goes to War). 


In announcing the exhibition, the 
co-ordinator of the Akademie, Nele 
Hertling, said it was designed to answer 
some of the questions that many 
Germans ask about Canada. 


Following the exhibition in Berlin, a 
second major exhibition of Canadian 
works will go on display in Stuttgart, 
from February 8 to March 20, 1983. 


New East Indian 


Newspaper in Alberta 


Until recently, the prairies was the 
only Canadian region with a substan- 
tial South Asian population which 
lacked an ethnic newspaper to serve 
the needs of this community. In 
September 1982, this gap was filled by 
the publication of the first issue of The 
Alberta Link. The new Edmonton- 
based paper is published under 
editor Gurcharan S. Bhatia. 
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Early Chinese Settlers 
Remembered 


More than 100 years after the “Last 
Spike’’ was driven, the contributions of 
thousands of Chinese railway workers 
have been recognized. A bronze plaque 
in their honour was unveiled on 
Septemibers #25, 219822 in icyYalever BG 
under the auspices of Parks Canada. 


In the early 1880s thousands of 
Chinese workers were brought from 
China to work on the CPR. According 
to the plaque, “hundreds of Chinese 
died from accidents or illness, for the 
work was dangerous and living condi- 
tions poor.” The text on the plaque, in 
both official languages and Cantonese, 
acknowledges that those who remained 
in Canada after the railway was com- 
pleted ‘‘securely established the basis of 
British Columbia’s Chinese community.” 


Chinese Canadian 
Resource Bank 


The Chinese Canadian National 
Council, with the aid of a Canada 
Summer Projects grant, has established 
a Cultural Development Resource 
Bank in Toronto. 


The resource bank has been designed 
to provide information for and about 
the Chinese community and other 
ethnocultural organizations as well as 
to facilitate research on the subject of 
the Chinese in Canada. It comprises a 
reference library and archives. The 
library contains a comprehensive 
bibliography of Chinese Canadian 
studies with well over 3,000 entries. A 
list of resource people for various 
ethnic and non-ethnic media, govern- 
ment services, ethnocultural organiza- 
tions, race relations and human rights 
groups is also available. The resource 
bank is open to the public. 


_ CBC executive Mar; 


for the British Broadcasting ee : 
(BBC) in London for aon years. 


“We ‘publish’ a ° : 
material every day,’ says. “Virtu- 
ally the whole world of information 
and entertainment is covered by our six 
basic departments. They are current 
affairs, drama, features and humanities, 
music, news and sports, and variet 
That’s a comprehensive range.” 


Excerpted from an article by Clyde 
Gilmore reprinted in The New Canadian. | 


Multiculturalism in 
the Workplace 


A conference entitled Multiculturalism 
in the Workplace: Problems and Oppor- 
tunities, co-sponsored by the Council 
of National Ethnocultural Organiza- 
tions and the Ontario Federation of 
Labour, was held in Toronto, January 
8-9, 1983. 


Edmonton’s Hindu 
Cultural Centre 
Completed 


Edmonton’s new Hindu Cultural 
Centre is the culmination of nine years 
of persistent efforts by the Hindu Society 
of Alberta. Consisting of a 350-seat 
assembly room, a meditation room, 
classroom, library, kindergarten and 
kitchen, the centre is the focal point for 
the cultural education of the city’s 
Indian children. The $600,000 centre 
was funded through donations from 
members of the Indian community, 
fund-raising activities and federal and 
provincial government grants. 


Opportunities for 
Black Women in 
Nova Scotia 


An “Opportunities for Black Women” 
program is now operating in Dartmouth. 
The project has been established by 
the Association of Black Social Workers, 
a group which provides services to 
Black communities in Nova Scotia. 
Through funding received from the 
Secretary of State’s Women’s Program, 
the association will organize work- 
shops and seminars on health care, 
family life, community services, educa- 


tion and employment for Black women — 


in the Halifax-Dartmouth area. 


Doukhobor 
Symposium held in 
B.C. 


The first ever International Doukhobor _—_ Joh 
including Ind 
Doukhobor, Mennonite, Quaker, and : 


Intergroup Symposium, 


Molokan groups, was held in Castlegar, 


B.C. June 25-28, 1982. The gathering — 


attracted some 900 scholars and com- 


munity leaders in the fields of cultural | 
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preservation, minority group relations  _., 


and peace making from across North 
America, Europe and the USSR. The © 


symposium culminated in the sending ss Pees 
of an appeal to the United Nation’s a. 


Second Special Session on Disarmament — 
urging the adoption of a comprehensive — 


program of general disarmament. 


Aid for Handicapped 
Ethnic People 


Dealing with the special problems of 


the handicapped person who doesn’t 
speak English is the job of the Ethnic 
Organization for the Handicapped in 
Toronto. 


The seven-year-old organization 
helps its 150 members, mostly Italian 
families, cope with simple to difficult 
tasks facing handicapped ethnic persons 
— such as filling out forms and visiting 
organizations where language might be 
a barrier. Its main goal is to make its 
members more aware of their rights. 


The organization also provides a 
youth club for handicapped ethnic 
children, and attempts to educate the 
public on the subject. 


An Outreach program to make the 
Portuguese, Spanish and Greek com- 
munities aware of the organization is 
currently planned. 


Ethnic Journalists’ 
Club Adopts New 
Name 


The 115-member Canadian Ethnic 
Journalists’ Club has adopted a new 
name: The Canadian Ethnic Journalists’ 
and Writers’ Club. The addition of the 
word ‘writers’ is in recognition of the 
many writers who have shown an 
interest in the club. Monthly meetings 
are held at the Toronto Press Club. 
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Arab-Canadian Directory 
Commemorates 100 Years 
in Canada 


In 1982, Arab Canadians celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the arrival of 
Abraham Bounadere, Canada’s first 
Arabic-speaking immigrant. In recog- 
nition of this centennial year, the Arab 
World Review, in collaboration with a 
number of university professors will 
publish a Directory of the Arabic 
Speaking People in Canada. 


“To my knowledge, it’s the first of its 
kind to be published anywhere in the 
Arab world,” said Raymond Kneider, 
editor of the Arab World Review. “It 
will be more than just a list of names. 
It’s the beginning of a dialogue between 
Canada and the Arab countries.” 


The directory, of which 25,000 
copies will be distributed within Canada 
and the Arab world at the beginning 
of 1983, will list names, addresses and 


Al Rashid Mosque — Edmonton 
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phone numbers of Arab Canadians; 
Arab professionals and industrialists; 
federal and provincial government 
agencies to inform Arab Canadians in 
their own language of the services they 
offer; Arab organizations and religious 
institutions; Arab embassies and 
consulates in Canada; and Canadian 
embassies in Arab countries. 


The directory will also include a 
resume in English and French, of Arab 
countries; biographies of Arab Cana- 
dians who have achieved recognition 
in Canadian society; a short history of 
the Arabic-speaking people; and a 
short history of Canada in the Arabic 
language. Drawings by artist R.D. 
Wilson featuring Arab mosques in 
various Canadian cities will illustrate 
the text. 


In Canada, the directory will be 
distributed to the Arabic-speaking 
community through its secular and 
religious institutions; to universities, 
colleges and high schools; and to federal 
and provincial government depart- 
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ments. It will also be distributed to 
selected government ministries in Arab 
countries and to Arab universities and 
Chambers of Commerce. 


“The directory will acquaint Cana- 
dian students with the history of the 
Arabic-speaking community and the 
countries of the Arab world,” said 
Raymond Kneider. “It will also ensure 
a permanent presence of Canada in the 
decision-making centres of the Arab 
world. It is the first step of a long over- 
due program of communication between 
Canada and the Arab countries.” 


Immigration Program 
for Students 


Compiled and produced by the 
Ontario Newspaper in Education 
Committee, The New Canadians is an 
immigration program for students in 
grades six to 13. The program was 
designed as a teacher’s aid to help 
explain Canada’s cultural mosaic and 
to enable students to understand 
immigrants’ struggles to make a new 
life in Canada. 


The New Canadians contains four 
units. Unit 1 provides students with 
the opportunity to explore the historical 
background of our multicultural society 
by focussing on the Great Migration, 
the period between 1896 and 1914 when 
more than three million people immi- 
grated to Canada. Units two, three 
and four assist students to compare 
and contrast the historical aspect of 
immigration with today’s immigration 
policies and trends. These units focus 
on the arrival of immigrants in Canada 
today, and adjustment, settlement and 
acceptance of immigrants into Cana- 
dian society. A glossary of immigra- 
tion terms is provided, along with an 
explanation of Canadian immigration 
laws and immigrant selection criteria 
(the point system). The kit also con- 

. tains several excellent photographs of 
: new immigrants arriving, working and 
living in Canada. 


For more information on The New 
Canadians, contact the Newspaper 
in Education Committee at one of the 
following newspapers: the Toronto Star, 
the Windsor Star, the Ottawa Citizen, 
the Hamilton Spectator, the London 
Free Press or the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Record. 


Generations: Two New Histories 


The Multiculturalism Directorate of 
the Secretary of State of Canada and 
McClelland and Stewart Publishers 
have announced two additional histories 
in the series Generations: A History of 
Canada’s Peoples. They are: From 
China to Canada: A History of the 
Chinese Communities in Canada, Harry 
Con et al, edited by Edgar Wickberg; 
and A Heritage in Transition: Essays 
in the History of Ukrainians in Canada, 
edited by Manoly R. Lupul. 


The purpose of the series is to provide 
objective histories of Canada’s ethnic 
groups by defining the collective 
background of immigrants, telling their 
stories, and describing their contribu- 
tions to Canada. 


Earlier volumes in the series include: 
A Future to Inherit: The Portuguese 
Communities of Canada; For a Better 
Life: A History of the Croatians in 
Canada; The Canadian Odyssey: the 
Greek Experience in Canada; An Olive 
Branch on the Family Tree: The Arabs 
in Canada; From Fjord to Frontier: A 
History of the Norwegians in Canada; 
and Struggle and Hope: The Hungarian- 
Canadian Experience. 


The Sudeten Canadians, by Fritz 
Wieden, University of Windsor. 


The revised second edition of this 
book includes early plans to bring 
Sudeten Germans to Canada, the 
emergence of Sudeten German organi- 
zations and a distinct Sudeten Canadian 
cultural tradition, and the survival of 
Sudeten German culture amidst German- 
Canadian organizations. 


Racism: Nonwhites in Canada, by 
Dr. Subhas Ramcharan, Butterworths. 


This book presents a study of 
minority groups in terms of their 
adjustment to Canadian society and 
Our society’s adjustment to, and 
acceptance of, these groups. The 
author compares the situation of 
immigrants in the United States and 
Canada, and examines America’s 
‘melting pot’ theory with Canada’s 
‘mosaic’ theory. 


Plakun Trava: The Doukhobors, by 
Koozma J. Tarasoff, Mir Publication 
Society. 


This text covers Doukhobor history 
from three centuries ago until the 
present. It includes 245 photos, his- 
torical maps of Doukhobor settlements 
and looks at issues such as ‘‘What does 
it feel like to be a Russian-Canadian’”? 


The Other Canadians, by Dr. Isydore 
Hlynka. 


This book contains more than 100 
articles selected from the author’s 
column “From Behind the Official 
Languages Curtain”, which appears 
regularly in the weekly newspaper The 
Ukrainian Voice. The articles focus on 
the views and concerns of Ukrainian- 
Canadians. 


Comparative Studies in the Economic 
Adaptation of Immigrants in Canada: 
A Literature Review, by Anthony H. 
Richmond, York University, Institute 
for Behavioural Research. (Report 
submitted to Employment and 
Immigration Canada, December 1981 
and released July 1982.) 


This is a review and critical 
examination of 25 empirical studies of 
the economic adaptation of immigrants 
in Canada undertaken between 1969 
and 1981, including the government’s 
longitudinal surveys, 1969-76. Some 
findings include the following: 


@ during immigrants’ initial adjust- 
ment period (first 3-5 years in Canada) 
unemployment rates tend to be higher 
than the Canadian average; 


© after the initial adjustment period, 
income levels were generally sustained 
at an average or above average level 
for Canada; 


® recently arrived immigrants face 
formidable difficulties in obtaining 
employment commensurate with their 
qualifications; 


® immigrants whose mother tongue is 
not English face serious problems of 
adjustment; and 


® immigrant women in the labour mar- 
ket (other than from the U.K. and 
the U.S.) are vulnerable to serious 
exploitations. 


Working with Refugees: 
A Manual for Paraprofessionals 


This three-volume manual, recently 
published by a team of Chicago edu- 
cators, is intended for the professional 
development of refugee workers who 
lack formal training in social services. 
Although developed for those working 
with Indochinese refugees in the United 
States, the Canadian office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees believes the manual may 
be useful to persons working with 
refugees in Canada. To obtain a copy, 
write to: 


Travelers Aid/Immigrants Service 
Refugee Resettlement Service 
1046 West Wilson 

Chicago, Illinois 

USA 60640 


Broadcasting Guide, published by the 
Ontario Ministry of Culture and 
Citizenship. 


This booklet contains information 
regarding programs in the broadcast 
media of interest to ethnic communities 
in Ontario. Radio stations, television 
stations and cable companies with 
ethnic programs are listed, along with 
a listing of ethnic programs by city 
and language. 
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